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Abstract

In accordance with the principle of criminal legality, the Algerian penal code
only applies to acts subsequent to its entry into force. Therefore, as a general
rule, it does not apply retroactively to events which occurred before that date.
However, there are exceptions to this rule; indeed, certain provisions apply
retroactively to two conditions provided for by the Algerian legislator. The first
is that the new law is the most favorable for the accused and the second relates
to the date of promulgation of the new law which must be before the date of the
final judgment.

This research is a comparative study which aims to highlight the similarities and
differences between the Algerian penal code and the temporal jurisdiction of the
Islamic penal system in terms of the temporal validity of the penal text.
Keywords: temporal jurisdiction, validity of texts, non-retroactivity, the law
most favorable to the accused.
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