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First MENA 3MT
Competition

Sunday, November 2, 2025
Minaretein, Education City, Doha, Qatar




First MENA 3MT Competition f

About Hamad Bin Khalifa University

Hamad Bin Khalifa University (HBKU), a member of Qatar Foundation for Education, Science, and
Community Development (QF), is a leading, innovation-centric university committed to advancing
education and research to address critical challenges facing Qatar and beyond. HBKU develops
multidisciplinary academic programs and national research capabilities that drive collaboration
with leading global institutions. The university is dedicated to equipping future leaders with an
entrepreneurial mindset and advancing innovative solutions that create a positive global impact.

At Hamad Bin Khalifa University — our students, faculty, staff, partners, and leadership - all share
a common belief in the power of higher education and research to make a positive impact in the
development of nations.

More information at www.hbku.edu.qa
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MENA 3MT Competition

Hamad Bin Khalifa University (HBKU) is set to host the first Middle East and North Africa (MENA)
edition of the Three Minute Thesis (3MT) competition, which celebrates the exciting research
conducted by Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) students and tests their ability to present their expertise
to non-specialist audiences.

An initiative created by the University of Queensland (UQ), the 3MT enhances students’ academic,
presentation, and research communication skills, vital to achieving excellence at all levels of their
learning and development journeys.

The first 3MT competition was held at UQ in 2008, with 160 Higher Degree by Research (HDR)
candidates competing. 3MT competitions are now held in over 900 universities across more
than 85 countries worldwide.

This competition helps students master the skills needed to explain their research to a
non-specialist audience in three minutes. It offers a valuable opportunity for candidates

to connect, exchange ideas, and discuss their research. It also fosters a supportive environment
where schools, institutes, and universities can provide training on mastering presentation skills.

In addition to providing learning opportunities to graduate students in the region,
the MENA 3MT aims to:

Celebrate graduate Promote the numerous Facilitate and strengthen
students’ achievements graduate programs collaborations among
in research. available in the region. universities.
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Participation

Competition Rules

» All presentations MUST be in the English language.

» A single static PowerPoint slide is permitted. Slide transitions, animations, or any form of
movement are not allowed. The slide should be presented from the beginning of the oration.

» No additional electronic media, such as sound and video files, are permitted.

» No additional props, including costumes, musical instruments, or laboratory equipment,
are permitted.

» Presentations must not exceed 3 minutes. Competitors who exceed this time
limit will be disqualified.

» Presentations must be conveyed through spoken word. Poems, raps, and songs are not allowed.

» Presentations must begin from the stage.

» Presentations are considered to have commenced when a presenter starts their presentation
through either movement or speech.

» The decision of the adjudicating panel is final.
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Participation
Eligibility

Only students who have been officially nominated by their educational institutions within the MENA
region are eligible to compete. The MENA countries included are:

» Algeria » Lebanon » Sudan
» Bahrain » Libya » Syria
> Egypt » Morocco » Tunisia
» lIran » Oman » United
- Arab Emirates

» lIraq » Palestine

» Yemen
» Jordan » Qatar
» Kuwait » Saudi Arabia

Eligible candidates must be currently enrolled as PhD students within the MENA region,
or graduates of the 2024/2025 academic year

Individuals who have already completed their PhD before the 2024/2025 academic year
or are currently pursuing a master's degree are not eligible to compete.
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Benefits and Prizes

Benefits for students participating
in a 3MT competition

Strengthen your presentation skills and public speaking abilities.
Enhance your ability to effectively communicate your research.
Prepare for your dissertation defense.

Engage in networking opportunities with peers and professionals.

AHWN=

Enhance your resume for career and employment opportunities.

Prizes

First place Second place Third place
QAR 20,000 QAR 15,000 QAR 10,000
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Judging Criteria

Every competitor will be evaluated based on the judging criteria outlined below.
Each criterion carries equal weight and places a significant emphasis on the audience.

Comprehension and Content

»

The presentation offered a clear background and significance
to the research question.

The presentation provided clear positionality of the presenter
to the research and research approach.

The presentation clearly described the research strategy/design
and the results/findings of the research.

The presentation clearly described the research’s conclusions,
outcomes, and its overall impact.

Engagement and Communication

>

The oration was presented clearly, with language suitable for

a non-specialist audience.

The PowerPoint slide was well-defined and enhanced the presentation.

The presenter conveyed enthusiasm for their research, effectively

capturing and maintaining the audience’s attention.

A
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General inquiries: 3mt@hbku.edu.qa

Phone: +974 44548414




